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What is the AIASP definition of American Indian?
For the purpose of this program, "Indian" is defined as "any individual who is (1) a member (as defined by the Indian tribe, or band) of an Indian tribe, or band, including those Indian tribes, bands, or groups terminated since 1940, and those recognized by the State in which they reside; or (2) considered by the Secretary of the Interior to be an Indian for any purpose; or (3) an Eskimo or Aleut or other Alaskan native; or (4) a member of an organized Indian group that received a grant under the Indian Education Act of 1988 as it was in effect in October 19, 1994." 
Why do I need to submit a Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)?
Completing the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) determines a student’s eligibility for state and/or federal aid and provides the student with a Financial Aid Notification (FAN) letter. This document allows the AIASP committee to prioritize students with greater financial need by using these standards set up through the federal government.   You will need to complete and submit your FAFSA by March 2, 2011.  www.fafsa.ed.gov
What happens once I am selected?

Access Scholars will be notified of their provisional acceptance by May 9, 2011.  Upon this notification the following items must be provided to the committee by May 18, 2011:

· Official Transcripts

· Official Acceptance Letter into the college the Access Scholar will be attending in Fall 2011 (If available)
· Proof of Indian Heritage

· Copy of Student Aid Report

· Copy of any financial aid award letter from the college the Access Scholar will be attending in Fall 2011.

Once the above items have been received, your check will be sent directly to your school.
A release of information form for promotional and reporting purposes will also be sent with your notification letter. A short thank you note and photo that can be shared with our donors and members is also requested. 
Access scholars will also be invited to a recognition event for their selection.  Date and location to be determined at a later time.  

What additional services will I be eligible for as an Access Scholar?

As part of American Indian Access Scholarship family, Walking Shield wants to ensure your success at your new college or university. In line with the program’s values of community responsibility and involvement, Access Scholars will meet with staff members at least twice a semester to review topics such as academic progress, awareness of academic, health and mental health services available on their campus as well as participation in American Indian programs and services at the scholars respective school and surrounding community.  Walking Shield will maintain a Student Empowerment File to monitor your path and track your successes. 
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