American Indian Access Scholarship Program
provided by Walking Shield, Inc. and funded by the College Access Foundation of California
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The Mission of Walking Shield, Inc. is to improve the quality of life for American Indian families by coordinating programs that provide shelter, healthcare, community development support, educational assistance, and humanitarian aid. Established in 1986 and located in Lake Forest, California, Walking Shield works closely with tribal leadership providing services to hundreds of thousands of American Indians.  Through a generous grant from the College Access Foundation, Walking Shield has established the American Indian Access Scholarship Program (AIASP) to carry out its vision of making higher education possible for qualifying American Indian and Alaska Native students.  

Selected Access Scholars will not only be given scholarships ranging from $1,
000 to $5,000 per student, they will also have the opportunity to take part in a support program designed to ensure ultimate future success, ideally in service to the students’ own tribal community.  Walking Shield’s staff will follow each student’s progress and provide additional resources and support throughout their educational journey.    
 
Basic Eligibility Requirements

Students are eligible to be considered for this scholarship if they:

· Are an American Indian/Alaska Native enrolled Tribal member or descendent.
· Are a citizen, legal permanent resident or national of the United States and a resident of Southern California.

· Are a high school senior in California and have attained a cumulative GPA of at least 2.0 on a 4.0 scale (un-weighted).

· Will be enrolling at a U.S. accredited college or university as a full-time (12 units), degree-seeking student in the fall of 2012.  

· Have demonstrated leadership abilities through participation in community service and extracurricular activities, with a special emphasis on the American Indian Community, if applicable.
· Have completed a Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) and have an EFC (Estimated Family Contribution) of 10,000 or below.
Scholarship Process
Completed application forms and required attachments must be postmarked no later than Friday, April 20, 2012 and mailed to:
Walking Shield, Inc.

Attn: Scholarship Committee

22622 Lambert Street #303

Lake Forest, CA 92630

*****Selected Access Scholars will be notified by May 31, 2012. Scholarship applicant will be contacted to arrange a personal interview with Education Program Manager*****
For more details on eligibility and regulations, please view the FAQ document on Walking Shield’s website: http://www.walkingshield.org/education.shtml.  You may also contact Lynda Estrella, Education Program Manager, at 949-639-0472 or lestrella@walkingshield.org
American Indian Access Scholarship Application Form
Please type or print clearly

I. General Information

Name:  (First) _________________________  (M.I.) ____  (Last) _____________________________
Date of Birth: ____________________________                Gender:  _________

Home Address:  ____________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Contact Number:  ___________________  Email Address: __________________________________
High School Name: __________________________________________________________________ 
High School Address: _________________________________________________________________

Tribal Affiliation: ____________________________________________________________________
Please attach one of the following as proof of tribal membership: Letter from a tribal council member, letter from your Title VII program, copy of your Form 506, copy of your Certificate of Indian Blood, or any other form of proof of Indian heritage.

Cumulative GPA:   ___________________
Please attach a transcript (an unofficial transcript is acceptable however, should you be selected, you will need to provide an official transcript.
Have you completed your Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) form?      Yes      No

A completed FAFSA is a requirement of the AIASP.  Please attach a copy of your Financial Aid Notification (FAN) letter for your school and a copy of your SAR (Student Aid Report) from your FAFSA.
Are you eligible for a Cal Grant?       Yes        No
Colleges/Universities applied to/accepted by: ____________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________
Please provide any acceptance letters, if applicable (official acceptance letters from the college you are attending will need to be provided if selected as an Access Scholar). Please also provide any financial aid award letters from your selected college as well. 
Community Involvement/Extracurricular Activities: 

Please briefly list your involvement with tribal, school or other activities over the past few years, including any leadership positions held.  

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
II. Essay Question/Additional Information.  In a separate document please address the following in 500 words or less:  Please expand upon your answers in the Community Involvement Section above.  How do these activities relate to your future goals academically, professionally and personally?  How can these activities and future goals relate back to your tribal community and the American Indian community at large?  You may also include up to an additional 100 words to tell the scholarship committee any other information you believe they should know when considering your application.   Please use a 12 point Times New Roman or Arial font, 1/2 inch margins and double spacing for your document.
III. Letter of Recommendation. Please provide one letter of recommendation from an employer, minister, teacher or coach.  Letters from family or friends are not acceptable.  Letters should be on letterhead if applicable. All letters must include printed contact information and relation to applicant.
Application Checklist

Your complete application must include the following:

· Application Form
· Proof of American Indian Heritage
· High School Transcripts
· College Acceptance Letter (if applicable)
· Student Aid Report (SAR) with EFC (Estimated Family Contribution)
· Essay Question and Additional Information Document 

· Letter of Recommendation  
· Signed Agreement

Upon being selected, the following documents will be required:

· Official Final Transcripts
· College Financial Award Notification (FAN) 
Walking Shield, Inc., a nonprofit based in Southern California, has partnered with local educational leaders to make the dream of a college education a reality for Indian Youth.  Below you will find a list of requirements for our scholarship recipients.  We are confident this will enrich our education program and increase opportunities for American Indian youth.

* Requirements for Scholarship *

· -Mandatory monthly updates with Education Program Manager(via e-mail or phone call)

· -Arrange  meeting  with Education Program Manager once per semester in person or via Skype (depending on location).

· -Participate in mentoring program for future Native American college students.  

· -Participate in community service with our agency (Walking Shield, Inc.) or other groups which help American Indians.

I agree to these terms & conditions in order to receive this scholarship

Print name :__________________________________  Date:____________

Signed: ​_______________________________________________________
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