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Silver Anniversary Summary: 
A Time to Reflect, Celebrate and Look to the Future 

 
 Serving American Indian Families Since 1986 

 Walking Shield,  Inc. 
Fall/Winter  2011 www.walkingshield.org 

Walking Shield held its first Golf Tournament 
on June 27th, 2011.  Seventy-seven golfers  
attended and raised over $14,000 that will go 
towards scholarships and other educational 
support for American Indian students.   
 

A Big Thank You to Our Golf Sponsors: 
Turquoise Sponsors: Southern California Edison 
& Pechanga Band of Luiseno Indians  
Gold  Sponsor: Soboba Band of Luiseno  
Indians Silver Sponsors: Rincon Band of Luiseno 
Indians; Southern California Tribal Chairmen's 
Association & Arrowhead Realty, Inc.  
 

Walking Shield also held its 25th Anniversary    
Conference on June 28th at the Pechanga   
Resort and Casino in Temecula, CA,          
highlighting our efforts to improve conditions 
on reservations.  This event drew in attendees 
from American Indian Tribes, military  

providers, corporate sponsors, Federal         
department representatives and many other 
interested parties throughout the country.   
 

The following were our five Featured      
Speakers; Major General Kasulke,             
Commanding General, Army  Reserve Medical 
Command;  Veronica Gutierrez, Vice President 
of Corporate Communications for Southern 
California Edison; Mellor C. Willie, Executive 
Director, Native American Indian Housing 
Council; Ritchard Litsey, Counsel & Senior 
Advisor for Indian Affairs at United States 
Senate Committee on Finance and Mr.       
Holland, Deputy Secretary for the Under-
secretary for Air Force Installations. 
 

The conference also included a panel of three 
current Access Scholarship recipients and one 
recipientõs parent.    
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Join Walking Shield in Making A Difference this Holiday Season 

 Itõs that time of year again already! Walking Shield staff has 
been gearing up for our busiest time of the year for weeks 
now. The Holiday Gift and Humanitarian Aid Programs 
are in full swing and staff is looking forward to working 
with many of our amazing donors again for this yearõs   
efforts.  
 
Since 1986, these programs have grown from assisting one 
reservation to over 40 tribes on 33 reservations across the 
US. We have also had the opportunity to help several local 
Southern California Indian organizations with toys and 
school supplies. Each year, Walking Shield goes to great 
lengths to assist children and teens living in some of the 
poorest areas of the country.  
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Individuals, schools, civic organizations and other          
volunteers join us each year in our efforts to bring the    
holiday spirit to children most in need. We are always    
looking for new partners so please do not hesitate to     
contact us to become involved. Any tax-deductible         
contribution you can offer will truly make a difference in 
the lives of the children we are so honored to serve.  
 
Please consider a donation of new, unwrapped gifts 
for children and teens of all ages.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Besides toys, Walking Shield also collects many other items 
including: 

 
School Supplies 

Either collected in a backpack or separately, school       
supplies are in great need on our nations reservations, even 

during the holidays.  Items to donate include:   
 
  Pencils    Paper 
 Pens    Folders 
 Crayons   Rulers 
 Index cards   Safety scissors 
 Tabbed dividers   Glue 
 

 Clothing  
 The following NEW clothing items (all sizes) are always 

needed: 
 
       Shirts    Dresses              
       Jackets        Winter coats 
        Shorts          Mittens/gloves 
        Shoes          Boots 
        Skirts          Socks 
        Beanies          Scarves 
        Sweaters  Pants  
 
 

 Hygiene Items  
 Basic necessities needed on reservations include: 

 
         Shampoo          Conditioner 
       Toothpaste          Toothbrushes 
        Soap   Lotion 
 

  Other new household items to donate: 
   
   Blankets     Cleaning supplies 
   Towels     Sheets 
   Dishes     Pots and pans 
   Diapers     Wipes 
   Baby formula     Tools 
   High chairs       Strollers 
 
 
 Thank you in advance for helping us serve those most in 
need this holiday season.  For further information about 
gathering items or coordinating a group to assist in our 

warehouse please contact our office. 
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Dr. Castillo Increases Support in Washington DC 

Walking Shield Welcomes Two New Board Members 

Walking Shield is excited to announce the addition of two new Members to our Board 
of Directors:   

Michelle Holiday (pictured top right) is the Manager of Legislative and Native 
American Affairs for Edison International in Washington, DC. She is one of the four 
managers that represents the company's interest at the federal level.  Edison           
International is the holding company for Southern California Edison and Edison   
Mission Group.  She is an enrolled member of the Iowa Tribe of Oklahoma, near  
Perkins, OK. Her Indian name is Na Sta' Peme, which means Good Heart Lady which 
was given to her by a respected elder for her leadership and efforts to help and serve 
Native people. She is from the Bear Clan.   Currently, Michelle serves on the National 
Board of the Girl Scouts of the USA based in NYC, a Board Member of the California 
State Society in Washington, DC and is a long time board member on the National 
Center for American Indian Enterprise Developement headquarted in Phoenix, AZ. 
She is former City Commissioner for 10 years for the Los Angeles City and County 
Native American Indian Commission, which is celebrating its' 35th anniversary this 
year.  

 

Peter Tagni (pictured bottom left with two Navajo children) is a retired United States 
Marine Corps Lieutenant Colonel who is the current Coordinator for the Toys for 
Tots Native American Program.  Lt. Col. Tagni has an extensive career of service that 
includes  over 40 years with the military, 25 years with the Treasury Department and 
nearly 30 years with Toys for Tots.  He is responsible for all  toys distributed to Native 
American children on their Reservations.  Under Lt. Col. Tagni toys have been       
distributed to tribes in Arizona, New Mexico, Nevada, Wyoming, Oklahoma,        
California, Montana, North Dakota, Kansas, and Minnesota through a close working 
relationship with Walking Shield and other Toys for Tots Coordinators.  

Dr. Castillo made another successful trip to Washington, DC in     
October 2011 to meet with a variety of Congressional representatives 
including the offices of : 
 

Senator Lisa Murkowski, Alaska 
Senator Harry Reid, Nevada 

Senator Kent Conrad, North Dakota 
Senator John Hoeven, North Dakota 

Senator Susan Collins, Maine 
Senator Daniel Inouye, Hawaii 

Congressman Mike Honda, California (Northern area) 
Congressman Darrell Issa, California (South Western area) 
Congressman Jerry Lewis, California (South Eastern area)  

 

Dr. Castillo met with both long time supporters and those new to their 
positions to garner support for Walking Shieldõs vital programs 

Representative Michael M. Honda (left) with new 
Board Member Michelle Holiday and Dr. Castillo. 


