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Help Make a Difference This Holiday Season 
 

Can you believe itõs that time of year again already?  Walking Shield staff has already been 
gearing up for our busiest time of the year for weeks now.  The Holiday Gift and             
Humanitarian Aid Programs are in full swing and staff is looking forward to working with 
many of our amazing donors again for this years efforts.   
 

Since 1986, Walking Shieldõs holiday help has grown from assisting one reservation to over 
40 tribes on 33 reservations across the United States. We have also had the opportunity to 
help several local Southern California Indian  
organizations with toys and school supplies. 
Each year, Walking Shield goes to great lengths 
to assist children and teens on some of the  
poorest areas of the country. Here is an excerpt 
from just one recent letter from a tribal leader: 
 

òYou have done so much to help us and 
though it is very much appreciated I am   
compelled to request your support once 
again for the upcoming holidays.  We have 
several little families relocating from the   
reservation to cities and towns in the region 
in search of a better life.   
 

Some of these families are struggling to get 
on their feet and the holidays can be          
particularly hard for them.  Currently we are 
aware of fifteen families which are low       
income and will most likely not be able to 
afford gifts for one anotheréwe are very   
limited in what we can do.ó 
 

Individuals, schools, civic organizations and 
other volunteers join us each year in our efforts 
to bring the holiday spirit to children most in 
need.   We are always looking for new partners 
so please do not hesitate to contact us to become 
involved. Any tax-deductible contribution you can offer will truly make a difference in the 
lives of the children we are so honored to serve.   
 

Please consider a donation of new, unwrapped gifts for children and teens of all 
ages. Gift donations may include new toys, books, clothing, backpacks, school   
supplies and other age appropriate items.  For more information and additional 
ways to get involved please see page 2. 

Above and Below: Families of the Hoopa Reservation 
in Northern California display their gifts in 2009.   
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Walking Shieldõs humanitarian aid efforts have     
existed since the organizationõs inception in 1986. In 
an average year, Walking Shield provides the         
following new items to impoverished  reservations 
across the country:  

 
100,000 lbs of school  

       supplies and computers 
1,000õs of pounds of    

      clothing items 
1000õs of hygiene items  
40,000 pounds of food 
40,000 toys 
1,000õs of blankets  
1,000õs of baby and     

      nursery items 
 
 

School Supplies 
 

Either collected in a backpack or separately, school 
supplies are in great need on our nations               
reservations, even during the holidays.  Items to   
donate include:   
 

 Paper 
 Folders 
 Rulers 
 Safety Scissors 
 Glue  
 Pencils 
 Pens 
 Crayons 
 Index cards 
 Tabbed dividers 
 

Clothing  
 

The following NEW clothing items (all sizes) are  
always needed: 
 
                Shirts  
       Pants  
       Jackets 
       Winter Coats 
       Shorts 
       Mittens/gloves 
       Shoes 
       Boots 
       Dresses 
       Skirts 
       Socks 
       Beanies 
       Scarves 
       Sweaters 
 
Hygiene Items  
 

Basic necessities needed on reservations include: 
 
       Shampoo 
       Conditioner 
       Toothpaste 
       Toothbrushes 
       Soap 
 
 
Other household items to donate: 
   
   
  Blankets 
  Cleaning supplies 
  Towels 
  Sheets 
  Dishes 
  Pots and pans 
  Diapers 
  Wipes 
  Baby formula 
  Tools 
  High chairs   
  Strollers 

Besides Toys: Other Items to Collect for the Holidays 

Spiral notebooks 
Watercolor paints 
Post-its 
Colored pencils 
USB Flash Drives 
Weekly Planners  
Book covers  
Pencil box 
Erasers 
3-Ring binders 

Deodorant 
Razors 
Shaving cream 
Dental Floss 
Lotion 
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Donation Drives benefiting Walking Shield provide support to American Indian families living on some of the most 
impoverished reservations in the United States.  Please use this sheet as a planning guide for your donation efforts.   

 

Step 1:  Set a Goal 

What type of item are you going to collect?  

(please refer to the previous pages for lists of desired items.) 

 

____ Backpacks filled with school supplies 

____ Hygiene Items 

____ New Clothing Items 

____ Toys 

____ Other items: _____________________________ 

 

How much do you think you can collect? 

____ 5 ____ 10 ____ 20 ____ 30 ____ 40 ____ 50 ____ 100 ____ 150 ____More! 

 

Step 2: Who Can I Ask to Donate? 
 
Do you belong to any groups (school, church, civic           
organization)? 
Would your family and/or friends be interested? 
Would your neighbors get involved? 
 
On a separate sheet make a list of possible group or          
individual donors. 
 
Step 3: Ask and Inspire! 
 
Let possible donors know why they should donate. Utilize 
this newsletter and its stories to assist.   
 

Expect to hear òYes!ó when you ask someone to donate. 
 

Think about convenience for your donors, i.e. if you are collecting donations at your church have a designated box 
or bin for collecting items. 
 
Ask donors if they know anyone else that would be willing to donate. 
 
 
Step 4: Ending the Drive 
Set an end date for your drive and let donors know ahead of time 
when it is. 
 
Once donations are collected contact our office to arrange a pick up or 
delivery of your items at 949-639-0472 or info@walkingshield.org. 

How to Hold a Donation Drive for Walking Shield 
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Through a generous grant from the College Access 
Foundation, Walking Shield was able to award 32    
scholarships to Southern California American Indian 
students over the past few months.  Twenty-five of 
these students are attending public or private          
institutions here in California, while the remaining 
seven are attending schools out of state.  Feedback 
from the scholarship recipients has been great: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
òWalking Shield has played such an important 
role in my education. I am able to attend this 
beautiful campus, Brigham Young University, 
with little worry of how to pay for my schooling. It 
also has made me a proud Native American stu-
dent here on campus as a minority and am more 
opt to share my culture with those around me. 
Walking Shield has indeed been a blessing to me 
in furthering my education and reaching my 
goals. Thank you.ó  

- Mariah Rivera (Brigham Young University) 
 

Itõs been an exciting and very rewarding experience 
seeing these American Indian students pursue their 
dreams and attain their educational goals. Walking 
Shield is proud of each and every one of them and 
staff members look forward to providing resources 
and support to make their college journey a successful 
one.  
 

 This fall Walking Shield also hosted the annual Gates 
Millennium Scholarship Workshop for our American 
Indian youth community in partnership with the    
University  of California, Irvine and the American  
Indian Graduate Center .  Staff is working with all 
Southern California Title VII Indian Education      
programs and local tribes to promote education and 
create a ôpipeline to college,õ making higher education 
attainable for all American Indian students.  

Education Program Making a Big Difference 
 

Meet Our New Education  
Program Manager, Lynda Estrella 

As Walking Shieldõs Education Program Manager, 
Lynda Estrella, M.A., is responsible for the     
American Indian Access Scholarship Program, the 
Harvard eLearning Program and all other aspects 
relating to our studentsõ òJourney to College.ó  

Ms. Estrella, who is of Pascua Yaqui/Mexican    
heritage, received her Masters in Sociology in 2003 
and been involved in education for the past seven 
years. In addition to her role at Walking Shield, she 
is a motivational speaker to students promoting 
higher education at local colleges as well as an     
educational consultant to local tribal Temporary   
Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) programs.  

�0�V�����(�V�W�U�H�O�O�D���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���R�I�����&�D�O�L�I�R�U�Q�L�D�����,�U�Y�L�Q�H�¶�V����������������
�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���,�Q�G�L�D�Q���6�X�P�P�H�U���,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H���L�Q���&�R�P�S�X�W�H�U���6�F�L�H�Q�F�H�V�¶������������

Outstanding Student Scholarship Recipients. 


