FB NEWS; Vol. 13 Issue 7; JULY 30, 2010; Page 10

Walking Shield/Fort Sam assists local clinics with patient caseloads

By Elicabeth . Beaumont
Fuwkn?'pl -|Jil kground

FHere is a Liftle bac on the group of
Soldiers involved in Walking Shield7210th
IMSLU, Fort Sam Houston, a small detach-
ment unit out of San  Antonia, TX at Fort
Sam Houston Military Base.

In ten wworking days, this medical suppon
umit proveded medical and dental 5
in A efficient, compassionate, friendly and
respectiul manner during their detailed
assignment to the Hays Eagle Child Indian
Health Service and the Fort Bellnap
Agency Indian Health Service.

“We are one of 10 Innovative Readiness
Frograms (IRT) that are providing care on
Inclmn Reservations, with 32 Soldicrs who
served at Fort Belknap,™ CPT Shante” Wells
said, “We are split between the Agency
Health Center and Hays Clinde, Our num-
bers include & Dentist, Oplometrist, Family
Practice Plorsician, PA, 2 RNs, 4 Admin, 2
Lab techs, with the rest being Dental techs
aid Madica, My=ell (CPT Wells) and MSG

Paulette Tumer ase COfficer and NCO In
Charge of this mission
The 7210th (Walking Shield) have seen
quite a few patients, but the dental teams
have been the busiest revealing the extreme
need for dertal care in the anes.

The group arrived on July 10, 2010 and
completed their mission on July 24, 2000,
This assignment comes from USARC (LS
Amy Reserve Cormmand) as part of their
Innovative Readiness Training projects.

“There are different missions under
the [RT every year, but as mentioned before,
this is one of 10 Indian Reservation mis-
sions being conducted for this fiscal year,”
CPT Wells said, *The 7210th MSU provides
thiz type of service every year, whether it
be for other military installations or civil-
ian peograms. We'sve had a great experience
here at Belknap, with the wanmest receplion

Phioto by Elizabeth Beaumont

One of the Dental Hygenist Arthur with a
local girl during the medical support unit’s
time in Fort Bellknap.

from the Tribes and Indian Health Service,
Wi have had an opportunity to experience
the Lodge Pole Powwow with an honor
damee for us. A few of the Solfiens were also
Suumdf;j;: Traditional Mative American

weal Ceremony in Lodge Pole, and
others have seen the tourist attractions here
in Morth Central Montana.

Locals who called in for appomtments

Medical Service Unit at ease on the Wasay Wakpa Wachi dance .

grounds.

were seen in a efficient friendly manner and
had good comments about Walking Shield'

Ciourtedy Phota
CPT Shante Wells pictured at the Fort Belknap
ILH.5. Clinic in July 2010,

; mﬁr;ﬂmh froe Walking Shield
rom Walki peld wers
a0 helpfil 1o us. . et
“We are =0 awn:muw of teeir effons."
“We really hated 10 see them go.”

These were some of the comments made:
by the locals who received their medical
and dental services during the last of
weeks. The MSL soldiers saw a lot of walk-
ins every day. ..

In Optometry, they assisted the Indian
Health Service's Optometrist Dr., Greg
Smith whose oflice is at the 1.III.'I.I:|'..

In Dr. Hauffman's agency mﬁu

Walking Shield was able 1o provide 5.'14
l:ltanl and 64 assists to the dentist who

ully provided efficient servics o
F-ert H.gll;nap patients fior 30 vears and will
retire in December, according to officials.
i, Hauffman is a N:l'.-'_l." Veternn amd runs a
tight ship and has to fum away some people
1o serve the ones he con every day at Walk-
In Dieniisal Clinse,

The medical clinic wis assisted with 92
patients }nrh;um;:wﬂ wilk-in care, 15 EMS
patients in mergency Room participat-
g with 5 ambulance nms, The unit also
worked on their oom medical charts in
medical records and assisted the people in
property and supply. AL,

It was oyt at the Hays Dental Clinic, with
reputed D, Anita Masaitis that saw the larg-
3t caselond of patients. In 10 days, the unit
completed 311 cleanings and 132 exams.
More than 150 of these cleanings were done
thee first 'M.H.'t of which, more than T were
operative rﬂl‘-'ll.‘-'ﬂl.s.

“We've that there was a big need
for dental care over here and we were able to
help with that during our detail here,” S50

Phato by Pat Bear
Walking Shield/Fort Sam Soldiers dancing
with Peter Big Stone at the Lodge Pole Sum-
mer Pow-wow July 16-17.

“Going to the pow-wow was a memomble
experience for all of us. Some of us were
Phito by Pat Bear even invited to participate in a sweat bodge

In additional to dental exams in the Hays
clinic.. . there were also soldiers assigned to
lah, emergency medical services, supply,
miedical records as well with their walk-in
clinic which was assisted with the handling
of 115 doctor’s visits.

Locals were in awe of the Sokdiers who
efficiently provided medical and dental ser-
vice 1o them, bestowing gifls 1o the vistors,

For many, it was an honor 10 meet these
meen and women, who in such a brief ime
here on the Fort Belknap Indian
Reservation, touched the lives of so
many with their benevalent service 1o the
Assiniboine and Gros Yentre people of the

Deelatome said.“Ohr mone sevene cases were
multiple extractions due to no care, There is
a waiting list out here in Hays for den-
tad care. In the last two . we also
were abile 1o help with some education
and referrals.™

The dental hygienists spent a busy
lime !'m:u.i.mg on cleaning, sealiants
encouraging the young patients 1o get
an early start on wx}iknw.l ﬂmﬁfim
patients as v as 12 months old to
elders needi;:gn

repairs. W Lintle Rockie’s.
Parents noted that their chil- {Editor's Note: The majoriny of this article
dren seemed interested in brushing wirr pade possible by a report given o the

their tecth with their new toothbrashes
later the next week.

“Ily expenence has been
awesome here., ["ve talked to my
Soldiers, they
say that it has
been 'I_tnl'm?

o c - L
S50 Delatorre said.
“It’s boen awesame
to b taken in by
the Gros Ventre and
Assiniboing people
here. Thiey ame very
graicful for the ser-
vices we have been
able to provide them.
It’s been positive. .,
very busy."

Oine of the
Soldiers, 3GT Crary
Basurto, was able
b0 make wan trays
right on-site for tecth
grinding, which he
said ig 1 Sifess

“We realize that
they only have one
dentist here, bat real-
istically, they rieed three,” Basurio
said, Indizan Health Service need
for dental care is exceptional, but the
service is limited. The demand is too
grest for only two deniisis, we have
s this firsthand. [t is nobody®s Bl
at this level. but somewhere, some-
one within the Indian Health Service
Addministration - somewhene along
the way - has to push for more dental
funding for these clinics.”

t1 their first weskend in Hays,
e Soldiers went to the Lodge Pole
itional Pow-wow where they
received a warm welcome, sharing a
traditional dance with the people.

pinhilic abawt wiat feok place by CPT Wells
and iterviews with LT.C. Ovlandi and D
Hlicks. Thank-you b

Coasrtesy Photo
LT. . Orlandi and Dr. Hicks, and M5U Dentist operating on a
patient in the Dental Health Clinic in Hanys, Mont. in July 2010,

Courtesy Photo
“The people here are lovely. They are  Walking Shield Fort Sam assisting in Emergency

Medical Services at the Fort Belknap | H.5.
Clinic’s Emergency Room.
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